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LETTEES OP WILLIAM PENN. 

[Originals in the Manuscript Department of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania.] 

(Continued from page 318.) 

y. H_7™ 1691 

FFRIEND8. — 

I have Rec d your Divided packett W h show yo" Di- 
vided Governm' and surely y" Cause of it will early or late 
meet with its Reward whereever it lives. In y e mean time 
your Division has torne me to peices and opend those 
wounds that Malice gave me here, and time & patience had 
Closed up and almost Cured. No publick frowns have given 
me that trouble or Concerne, and I am Greived that what I 
thought y 8 highest mark of a lowly and loving niinde has 
had no better Effect, What is next to be don to gaine you 
or quiett you, to perswade you to your owne Interestt before 
yo" Disorders spoyeld you and Devour y 8 Country ? you 
Cannot Imagine what use is made by all sorts and Bspeciall 
those at Helm of your Divisions. ffriends I Came to you 
in love, I left you in love and with Resolutions of Returning 
to you with all that was Dear to me in this World and my 
letts and Disapointments y e Righteous Cod knows were 
neither what I Desired nor Could overcome, but y* Course 
you take will ever make it Impracticable. I am a man of 
Sorrows and you Augment my Griefs, not because you dont 
concerne, but because you dont love one another. Though 
you are not of one Judgment in Religion, you are of 
one ffamily in Civiles and should aime at y 6 publick 
good, and your owne private Interests only in that, and if you 
Cannot Deny your selves, your private humour & Resent- 
ments I must Expect ffrom your strifes y e Loss of the whole 
to me and mine and as uneasie as the administrations have 
been to all sides under my Deputations, you will ffinde the 
change worse then you are able to Imagine or Mend. 
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I write this therefore and Dedicate it to you all before 
any resolutions are taken (from Your Division) here, to your 
and my prejudice. Shall your Disatisfaction about David 
Lloyd and Jo" White, their usage ruine us all ? Cannot you 
bear a little ffor y" good of y e whole at least till it please 
God to bring me among you. One party Complaines of a 
surreptitious Councile, the other of an Incompetent Election 
of a Deputy. Before you part I oblige you in y 8 ffear and 
name of God, by w* power I have with you in ffriendshipp 
or Office that you fforgive and pass by yo r respective heats 
& objections & studdy peace and love and whoever is most 
in the right will I hope show most of that Disposition and 
by y* Convince y e opposite party. I call upon you all my 
Loving ffriends, Tho. Lloyd, Wm. Markham Arth r Cook, 
Jo* Cain, Jos. Growdon, Wm. Clark &c to hear what I say 
and to remember yo r Gover', your ff'riend and your affec- 
tionate one too, asks this at your hands. I Can fforgive you 
in what any of you have thoat or done at anytime ag' me. 
Can you not ffor my sake and your owne fforgive one 
another? And wherein you have served me, I am, and 
hope to be ffurther thankful to you. Strive not, read y 8 5 th 
Mat. y° 12 Rom. 3 of y e Coloss. 1 Tim : 3, 2 Tim 2 : 1 & 2 
of Tim. you will see what becomes Christianity, even in 
Government, the matter is Easily Convertible to Conclude 
if Petitions were Rejected it was not well, if the assemblys 
Clark was knowingly, or as such arrested it was not Dis- 
creet but I must tell you they have none by Charter, but y* 
Proc 1 Councills, ffor he whoever he be is y e Clark to y* 
Gen rI Assembly and the assembly but an additionall to y* 
Prov. Councill who is the true Representative which answers 
to y" Commons not y* Lords of England, being Elected 
which ye Lords are not and ffor that reason Least Council- 
lors, tho the peoples choyce may miss it, by Weakness or 
Corruption, yett they shall have an I or an no ffor it but 
not a r d Debating power as hath y e Prov Councill which I 
have more than once hinted to you. Againe if the New 
Castle &c councillors surprised y e board it was not well y* 
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president and all in Tovvne should have been summoned 
and if the Prov. Councill Choose a Deputy without a Charter 
Quorum, it was also reprehensable. I therefore require y" 
Meeting of y* Councillors that could meet, whome sickness 
or absence did not hinder, that you might together hear 
my minde and my desires and by answering which I shall 
see whether you remember, love or desire your ftriend & 
Gover r againe. You of the Lower Counties Call to minde 
how you desired to be joyned to y e uper, and you of 
y' upper Counties how much you were pleased at y. union 
of y' Lower and both at Chester (then Upland) and after- 
wards at Philadelphia, y e solemn presence that union was 
blest with. I can better tforgive those that were not wit- 
nesses of it. It is never to be forgotten of those that will 
remember that w ch is good. Take that Hono* from me be 
united before I come that I may fBnde you as I left you to 
Gods Glory and our Mutuall Comfort. 

I had y e New Castle packett 10 days agoe that of y e 
Province but 6 days since have had but an hours time given 
me to send you this and not an hour before came y* Laws 
&c from ffrance that Came by y e Tryall as I suppose with 
Divers Letters but none ffrom any publick person but a 
short one from Cap* Markham of the 3 d mo. 90, if more 
they may follow ffriends I conclude with this chuse againe 
in a ftull Councill, be Kinde and yeilding, that your Neigh- 
bours may see you Can fforgive as well as resent and be 
wise as well as Jealous of your Rights, and lett no man be 
turned out nor make Changes but upon misdemeanour 
ffarely proved. And fFor all New Towns or Charters or 
Counties &c Nothing to be done but by my Knowledge and 
Consent Especially no alteration in the Townes or Settle- 
ment already made. The Messengers stays and I have only 
time to salute you all, and by you y* people, that am your 
reall ffriend 

Wm. Penn. 
W. P. P. G. 

To my trusty and well beloved ftriends Tho. Lloyd, Jo n 
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Syncock, Jos. Growdeti, Wm. Markham Jo" Cann, Wm. 
Clark, Arth. Cook, Sam Richardson Jo" Curtis, Thomas 
Duckett, Grif. Owen, Jo u Bristow "Wm. Jenkins, "Wm. 
Stockdale, Jo" Delevall, Griff. Jones, "Wm. Yardly and y* 
rest of the Prov Councill of Pennsilvania and Territorys, 
not to he opened before all be present unless hindered by 
sickness or unavoydable absence. 

Endorsed on the letter is the following : 

This Lett' was und r Cover Directed to Tho. Lloyd and 
W m Markham w' h ye* Proprietors owne hand. It came by 
way of Maryland enclosed to Eich d John and sent hether by 
Ralfe ffishbourne y" 12' h of Ap" 1692. Tho. Lloyd brought 
it to me Wm. Clark was then with me, wee open'd y* ffirst 
Cover and ffound inclosed this Letter sealed, and open'd it. 

Worminghurst 25 10 m 96 
Rob. Turner 

I cannot complain of thy silence, tho more of laite then 
formerly & must own I have had more letters from 
y e than any one in y e Province except my Cos. Mark- 
ham. But y* ill favour'd Jumble of G. K. agst which the 
life of God in frds has risen throughout this nation, Scot- 
laud & Ireland has I beleive hindered y e of late; Thou 
going in too far with him in Countenanceing, or not 
enough discountenancing his violences, and managem' 
Tho I have sayd thou hast to me disliked them. Rob. the 
ancient, noble, Glorious truth turns agst his work & he is 
fallen in with y e dreggs of aposttacy & enmity of all sorts 
of Professions agst. us & not 5 people in y" unity before he 
came over adhear to him as I can learn he dwindles away, 
depend upon it. Thou knowst I was kinde & plain too, but 
I of all men, he runs at, & has most unworthily used, the 
Lord rebuke him & restore him. 

Now for w' thou hast writt in thyn of y e 6. 6 m 96. I take 
it kindly, for there are good hints & sights of things, & I 
shall make use of them accordingly, as thou mayst soon see. 
But Robert, If truly thou lovest me & one whose shoes 
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laehet I am not worthy to unloose, then let me prevale with 
thee not to strengthen y* Int. & Party w oh runs agst y e an- 
cient unity & frds. as we were a People when I was among 
you. I will not say they have not their weaknesses ; some 
may be high, some selfish, some hote, yet they are a people 
called and In measure saved by the Lord. They have 
known & do know & measurably enjoy the Lords love & 
presence which is beyond words & speculations and doubt- 
ful disputations. I beseech thee as an ancient professor 
of y e ever honourable truth & an acquaintance of the 
nobles of Israel in y e begining, y* thou come forth 
clearly from any privat dissatisfactions, or singular! tys & 
thou wilt soon feel the comfort & encrease of it to thyselfe 
in thyn own bosome, none knows of this but my selfe. I 
know thou art a secret man & therefore to y° I ease my 
minde next, for my own poor languishing Interest I am 
enough a beleiver of y e ill estate of it, but alas who will 
help me. I have not seen sixpence these twice six years, 
my Plantation expensive & yet ruinous, a lovely place & 
good begining but every one miudeing their own things. 
But my eye is to the Lord y' from my youth has preserved 
me & from my mothers womb seperated me to see his won- 
drous works in y e great deeps of my day & in my voyage 
to eternity for which my soul blesseth his holy name. 

I hear vice raigns to y" reproach of the Province — thou 
wilt be heard by Gov r Mar. & used to write to me about it 
in T. K's time, urge him to suppress it with an high hand. 
I have suffered much formerly on his account & others as 
P. R' s &c. for being over them y' made it a country, & ex- 
pected under me the chiefest Administration and came with 
y* hope, & if they see no better conduct than in other 
Governi*" they will be under a very troublesome dis- 
apointmt. I cannot but acknowledge they have some reason, 
wherefore pray let thos y* Govern, represent me & my 
strictness, all they can for every body here &c expect it & y e 
Contrary is my reproach & our Professions. I shall next tell 
thee that I shall shortly nominate a surv r Gen" Deputy, also 



428 Letters of William Penn. 

com™ of Propriety & some other new measures, what thou 
canst pray be helpfull that my affaires sinck not, my poor 
daughter now by me, beggs y'her house may not sinck, but 
if needfull be repaired the best way to improve it for her 
would be a reall kindness to her & to me. I will not say she 
wants it, but it would be a requisit conveniency to her, give 
my love to thy wife & mo' & ffriends as free I am 
Thy assured Frd 



¥m. Penn. 



Lett me hear first & about 
ray concerns & Daughters & 
sons lott, now my only 
one for y* Lord has taken 
from me my excellent 
childe, to my deepest grief 
vale. 



London 5 th 7 m 97 



Friends. 

The Accusations of one sort& the reports of another that 
are come for England against your Goverm' not only tend 
to our ruine but our Disgrace. That you winck at a Scotch 
Trade & a Dutch one too receiveing European goods from 
the latter, as well as suffering yours agst law & y° English 
Interest to goe to the other, also that you do not only winck 
at but embrace pirats, ships & men. Thes are your Accusa- 
tions, and one Francis Jones of Philadelphia has complained 
of it to Gov r Nicolson because It was not redrest in y r 
Govermt. 

The Eeports are & a nameless letter is come to me be- 
sides from Philadelphia to y e same purpose, that there is no 
place more over run with wickedness, sins so very scandal- 
ous openly Committed in defiance of law & virtue, facts so 
foul, I am forbid by common modesty to relate them. I 
do therefore desire & charge you the Gov' & Council for 
y e time being to issue forth some act or acts of state, forth 
with to suppress both forbidden Trade and piracy & also 
y growth of vice & loosness, till some severe laws be made 
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agst them. And I doe hereby Charge that no licences be 
granted to any to keep publick houses y* do not give great 
security to keep civil houses, & are not known to be of a 
sober convirsation & y l the Courts of Justice in each County 
have the approbation of not licenseing of them in order to 
prevent much of the occasion of such Lewdness & Idleness 
as are too often seen in such places. And that you take 
care that Justice be Impartially done upon Transgressors, 
that the wrath and vengeance of God fall not upon you to 
Blast your so very flourishing begining. I hasten to you 
so fast as the Complaints here agst you will give me leave, 
y' make my presence now but too necessary. Lett neither 
base gain nor a byass affection, byass or make you partiall 
in these cases. But for my sake, your own sakes & above 
all for God's sake, lett not the Poor Province longer suffer 
under such grevious & offensive Imputations, and you 
will oblige him y* loves you, prays for you & prays to be 
with you, & is with true love 

your reall Friend & aft*. Proprietary 

Vm. Penn. 

Letters of Hannah Penn. 

bath j' 11 th of 3 d mo. 1715 

Dear Child. 

This brings mine & thy fathers Dear Love to thee & thy 
Brothers Richard & Dennis, who I hope mind your Books 
& do as Master orders. Neglect not to read in the Bible 
or in some Good frds book the Value of 2 Chapters every 
day, and hear thy brothers also a small pettiton out of 
y e bible or J. Frames book some of which I would thee at 
thy Leacure hours. Learn them by heart and be a good 
Example to them. I have the satisfaction to hear you were 
well first day from Hannahs Mother who also brought the 
account of Honest Marg' Rawles death at which I have been 
much Consern'd but wish to know of what & with whom she 
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dyed. I shall lett thee know that thy poor father holds 
through the Lords mercy as well as at home he drinks about 
a q' of y e Bath Water and has a good stomach after it. I am 
at present also pretty well as is thy sister & sister Aubrey, 
Mary Chandler & M. Wells Indiferent, as is Hannah this 
day, But she has been very ill for the most part ever since 
she came here so was not able to attend thy father but rather 
wanted attendance herselfe having had a severe feavour & 
ague but mist her fitt yesterday and has been better to-day 
y" any day since she Came. I am at a loss for several things 
she should have remembred and w<* I would have sent by 
flying coach 6' b day if this comes time enough to hand, viz. 
thy fathers slippers, 2 pair of New Gloves in the sheet 
Trunk, his old thin Wascoat of striped silk druggett, 
Johnes thin surtoot if not toren, if tis then send thy fathers 
short one to make one for him. We also want Pegges Blue 
shoes. Johnes new silk Hankercher & mine from Mary 
little worths send it by the man that meets H. Pratt for 1 
fancy they will be most reasonable, but if Extortious then 
send by the Waggon, who will bring for 7/ a hundred but 
I much want thy fathers thin wascoat & Johnes Coat, he & 
thy sisters gives their kind love to you all. Give mine to 
Thomas Kent & to thy Master, if either of them desire any 
books out of thy fathers Closett thou may help them to the 
key & when done lett Rachell lock it up with the rest in 
the drawer I left it. Give my Love to Rachell to whom be 
ye all kind & easy & if her mother Inclines to come as I 
ofered rachell, Lett her be kindly used, and tell her I would 
have The Bent accomodated to his satisfaction. I have not 
as yet heard from you since Thomas went hence, I desire 
sometimes to hear from thy Master and sometimes from 
thee how you go on & are in health and how poor Manda 
does, if thy Master has not made more Balsamaek sirup lett 
Thomas Get 2 or 3 ounces of it from Rob* Beans & if it 
does her good lett her have more ; or anything else y' may 
turn to her advantage, for I am in concern for her, but I must 
say no more now, but with my best desires for good and 
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Comfort and hearty salutes of dear Love to you all my dear 
Children I end and am thy Dear brothers &c 

Thy affectionate Mother 
To Thomas Penn. H. Penn. 

My love to our frds. at 
Reding. I would have Rachell 
bottle 6 or 8 bottles at least 
of Gooseberry when they are fitt & 
Candy some Angelha if any 
is fitt else make some cake 

or of which is in my 

receite Book which John has and 

which I desire w th the Loose receits 

may be kept very Carefully. I 

wish for a buttin book or 2 y* Johne Imploy his 

time in here if John thinks any he has proper. 



29 th of b m " 1718 
My dear Child 

This is to bring thee the sorrowfull act. of thy fathers 
being worse than ordinary, I refer thee to II. Gouldney & 
thy sister Aubrey for more particulars I am 

Thy afflicted but 
affec. Mother 

H. P. 

I think thou was best write to thy 2 poor brothers & lett 
them know a little of our care least the next may be too 
surprising to them. Tho' Rob' Dean this morning did not 
seem to see an aparent danger sudanly but I do fear it. 



